
April 20, 2004 
 
 
 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
 
Patrick Plantenberg      
DEQ Environmental Management Bureau    
(406) 444-4960       
pplantenberg@state.mt.us         
 
To: Livingston Enterprise 
 401 S. Main St. 
 Livingston, MT  
 
Dear Editor: 
 
Please publish the following legal notice in the next issue of your newspaper: 
 

LEGAL NOTICE  
 

DEQ Seeking Comments on Revision to Black Diamond Quarry Operating Plan 
 
The Montana Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) has received an 
application for a minor revision for Black Diamond Quarry Inc.’s Black Diamond 
Quarry pursuant to Rules and Regulations Governing the Metal Mine Reclamation 
Act.  The quarry has operated for seventy years in Park County supplying railroad 
ballast, rip rap, masonry, landscape rock and crushed gravel for the local area.  
Operating Permit 00089 was issued in 1977.  The quarry is located 2.5 miles south 
of Emigrant in Section 5, Township 6 South, Range 8 East.  
 
Black Diamond would continue to quarry basalt for rip rap and crushed road 
base.  Gravel under the basalt will be sorted and/or crushed to supply aggregate 
for various construction applications as needed.   
 
Black Diamond is requesting a permit revision to operate portable asphalt and 
concrete batch plants to supply asphalt and concrete for the Paradise Valley.  The 
closest current suppliers are 70 miles away for asphalt and 28 miles away for 
concrete.  The asphalt equipment will be operated as needed between April and 
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October.  The concrete operation could work through the winter, but this would 
be limited by temperature. 
 
There would be no water runoff or seepage from the operation.  The asphalt plant 
has a wet scrubber with metal holding ponds.  The concrete operation would also 
use recycling ponds with no water runoff.  
 
The plants and crushers would be located in the quarry area and would not be 
visible from Highway 89.  Noise will be controlled by limiting hours of operation 
and by locating the crushers as far from the quarry mouth as possible.  Crushing 
operations in the past have not resulted in any noise complaints from the 
neighbors.  Batching concrete and asphalt are quieter than crushing operations.  
Black Diamond would limit crushing and batching operation hours if noise 
complaints result.  Haul trucks would operate only in daylight hours unless there 
are urgent situations such as flooding.  Light impacts at night will not be an issue 
as the hours of operation would be limited. 
 
Asphalt would be disposed of in the abandoned portions of the quarry as allowed 
under the Metal Mine Reclamation Act and reclaimed according to Montana solid 
waste regulations.  Any spills during operations would be cleaned up and 
disposed of according to existing regulations.   
 
DEQ has determined that these proposed changes in operations constitute a 
minor revision to the operating plan.  No additional surface disturbance from 
quarrying outside the existing mine permit boundary would occur.  All debris, fuel 
tanks, vehicles, and equipment from the asphalt or concrete operation would be 
removed at the conclusion of the quarry operations.  Operational dust leaving the 
permit area would be limited by best available control technologies such as water 
trucks on roads and sprayers during crushing operations.  The proposed revision 
would not affect water quality.  
 
Changes to existing air quality would be regulated under current air quality rules 
and regulations.  Emissions from operating any crushing/screening plant, asphalt 
plant, or concrete batch plant at the quarry and associated emissions from 
industrial activity within the quarry are required to be controlled.  Any facility 
operating at the quarry would be required to have an air quality permit and 
comply with the emission limitations and operational conditions outlined therein. 
 
An environmental assessment was completed on the site in 1998 by DEQ.  The 
proposed revision would not result in other environmental impacts because of 
the lack of water and the controls placed on air quality by the operator.  Black 
Diamond has committed to limit other nuisance impacts from noise, dust, etc.  If 
complaints arise from the neighbors, Black Diamond agrees to meet with the 
neighbors and try to resolve the issues.  No other environmental analyses should 
be necessary.  
 



The proposed revision would not affect the approved reclamation plan.   
Black Diamond currently has a bond in place for reclamation.  If DEQ determines 
that more bond is needed to remove the plants at closure or if asphalt needs to 
be buried on site and covered with enough material to comply with solid waste 
regulations, Black Diamond would post it.  No monitoring or contingency plans 
would be revised as a result of the proposed revision. 
 
DEQ is seeking public comment on the proposed changes.  DEQ will review 
comments before formally approving the proposed change.  

Copies of the application can be reviewed at DEQ, Environmental Management 
Bureau, 1520 E. 6th Ave., Helena, MT.  Requests for information, questions, and 
comments should be directed to Patrick Plantenberg, Operating Permit Section 
Supervisor, DEQ Environmental Management Bureau, P. O. Box 200901, Helena, 
MT 59620-0901, phone (406) 444-4960 or e-mail at pplantenberg@state.mt.us . 
Please submit comments no later than April 30, 2004. 
 
 
Please attach an affidavit of publication, with an original tear sheet for the run 
date, to your invoice and send them to: 
 

Department of Environmental Quality 
Environmental Management Bureau 

1520 East 6th Avenue 
PO Box 200901 

Helena MT  59620-0901 
 
Please charge to DEQ account number: RC # 5315, DOC # EMB 503196 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Patrick Plantenberg 
Operating Permit Section Supervisor 
Environmental Management Bureau 
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